
 

 

THE LITTLE GIRL 
Answer the following questions with reference to the context: 

1. “What!” screamed Mother. “Come straight down to the dining room this instant.” 
a. Why did Mother scream at Keiza? 
b. Why did she take her down to the dining room? 
c. How would you describe Keiza’s Mother? Do you think she was insensitive? 
d. To what extend do you blame Kezia for what she had done? 

2.  ‘She decided there were different sort of fathers.’ 
a. Who decided this? What made her come to this decision? 
b. How were the two fathers different in the story? 
c. Why do you think were they so different?  
d. What was unusual about Kezia’s stuttering?  

3. To the little girl he was a figure to be feared and avoided…. There was a glad sense 
of relief when she heard the noise of the carriage growing fainter and fainter 
down the long road.  

a. Why Kezia feel “a glad sense of relief”? 
b. What impression do you get of Kezia’s father from the given extract? 
c. What did the father want on his arrival from office? 

Answer the following within 30-40 words:  
1. Describe the arrival of Kezia’s father at home from the office. 
2. How did Keiza interpret her father in the end?  
3. Why did Kezia stammer in front of her fathter? 
4. Did Kezia’s father appreciate her gift? Why/Why not? 
5. Why did kezia’s father comfort her to sleep? 

Answer within 130-150 words: 
1. Why did Kezia feel drawn towards her grandmother? 
2. Was Kezia’s father right to punish her? Justify. 
3. Write a short paragraph on the importance of the role of parents in a child’s life. 
4. Do you think Kezia had torn the papers deliberately? Justify. 
5. Write a short paragraph on the joy Kezia experienced sleeping beside her father? 
6. How did Kezia’s opinion about her father change? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
THE LITTLE GIRL (MODEL ANSWER) 

1. How has the author dealt with the relationship between children and their parents in the 
society through her story ‘The Little Girl’?   

Ans: Kezia’s father was a busy man. He was so busy earning for the family that he had no time for his 
family. Being an over disciplined man, he was strict with Kezia as well. He never had those soft feelings 
for his little daughter nor did he pet her for a while. His presence at home frightened Kezia and she 
felt relieved when he was gone. Kezia was able to speak without stuttering but in her father’s presence 
she stuttered and had all those speech problems. In an attempt to speak normally in her formidable 
father’s presence, she stuttered. In spite of all, Kezia’s father had a loving heart. 
The relationship between parents and children runs through the story. The actuality of this subject 
comes from the reality, because we live in a society in where the parents still struggle to maintain a 
good relationship with their children. For better relationship the first factor is mutual interaction and 
regularcommunication among the members of a family because through communication only we can 
understand each other’s aspirations, expectations, desires, strengths in a better way. It is essential 
that parents should spend time with their children. They should give them freedom and opportunities 
to express themselves. Parents should give them respect and due attention to boost their self- 
esteem and self-confidence. Another important factor affecting relationship is that each member- 
child or parents should feel the necessity of fulfilling responsibilities towards one another. Otherwise 
things don’t work and there cannot be mutual understanding and comfortable atmosphere in the 
family. The idea is that fathers are too tired, work too hard and sometimes don't have time for their 
children. Parents shouldn't be indifferent to their children. They must always express the love that 
they have for their children. 
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